81. MR. GLADSTONE'S BIOGRAPHY
A biography in three volumes of Mr. Gladstone, one of the greatest
men of this age, written by Mr. Morlcy,1 his principal follower, has come
out recently. Since biographical writing is rare in India, people there
have not unfortunately been able to appreciate its value. People in the
West are more advanced in this matter. Many kinds of lessons are to be
found in the lives of great men, and they make a profound impression on
the community.
The honourable Mr. Chandavarkar spoke on the type of man that
Mr. Gladstone was, before a distinguished audience in the Prarthana Samaj
Hall in Bombay on November 22, 1903. He began by explaining who
really are great men, what qualities they must possess and what kind of
man Mr. Gladstone was. After brief, prefatory remarks on the reason
why all the peoples of Europe regarded Mr. Gladstone a great man,
Mr. Chandavarkar paid a tribute to him. In doing so, he cited the example
of the philosopher, Emerson, and said that only he could be called great
who possessed eminently such qualities as humility, gentleness, equani-
mity, kindness, respect even for those who held different views, however
much mistaken these might be, a capacity for understanding, far-sighted-
ness, unshakable devotion to eternal truth and determination to do one's
job. Such a man was Emerson. Mr. Chandavarkar said that greatness
could not be attained through fatuous talk, but by cultivating reticence.
It appears from Mr. Morley's biography that Gladstone was no less
great as a statesman and politician than Emerson was as a philosopher.
Because of this greatness, not only England but also many other nations
revered him. No one better understood his duties and abilities than
Mr. Gladstone. The best evidence of this is his diary, which he maintained
regularly and carefully. He passionately desired national progress, and
so deeply did he love learning that he was respected both by the
Government and the people, and he became much beloved of them. He
was a man of remarkable intelligence and exemplary statesmanship. He
excelled in carrying to completion whatever job he took in hand. He was
never disheartened by failure and he stuck to truth always. Success did not
te him; in fact when the people of the world became pleased with him
and the Press sang his praises, he thought only of his shortcomings. Al-
though he failed in his endeavours to get self-rule for Ireland, [this] in the
interests of England's prosperity, even Englishmen and his opponents
could not say that his labours had not been in the cause of the people's weal.
He never got puffed up with pride, even when he had won the esteem of the
Government and the people* In fact, he prized the people's regard more
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